
A quick guide to…National 5 English
Course Structure
· The course is made up of 4 elements:
· Paper 1- Reading for Understanding Analysis and Evaluation (RUAE) – worth 30%

· Paper 2- Part A- Textual Analysis – worth 20%
· Paper 2- Part B- Critical Essay – worth 20%

· Coursework- Folio Essay – worth 30%

Assessment
· Winter Assessment (November)
· Paper 1: RUAE (marked out of 30) 60 minutes long
· Paper 2a: Textual Analysis (marked out of 20) 45 minutes long
· Winter Assessment (January)
· Paper 2b: Critical Essay (marked out of 20) 45 minutes long
· Final Exam
· Paper 1: RUAE (marked out of 30) 60 minutes long
· Paper 2: Textual Analysis and Critical Essay (marked out of 40) 90 minutes long
· Course Work
· Folio Essay is submitted to QS in mark to be marked by QS markers (marked out of 30) – deadline TBC – end Feb.

RUAE
In the RUAE element of the course pupils are given an unseen non-fiction text – usually a newspaper article – and are asked to answer a series of questions on this. Questions fall into several categories:
· Understanding – questions which rely on pupils explaining what point(s) are being made by the writer – generally pupils need to explain this in their own words rather than using those from the passage itself. Usually around half the marks of the paper are awarded for this type of question. In these questions one mark is awarded for each correct point made as long as pupils have used their own words. 
· Analysis – these questions ask pupils to quote an example of language (such as word choice, imagery or sentence structure) and explain/analyse how it creates a particular effect. Pupils are taught a series of ‘formula’ type approaches to these questions to ensure they analyse fully. In these questions one mark is awarded for a correct quote and a second for correct analysis. 
· Evaluation – these questions ask pupils to analyse how effective introductions or conclusions are. In these questions one mark is awarded for a correct quote and a second for correct analysis.


Textual Analysis 
For this element of the course, schools are given a selection of Scottish texts/texts by Scottish authors that have been identified by the SQA. At Linlithgow Academy we have chosen to study either: A series of six poems by Carol Ann Duffy or the play Sailmaker by Alan Spence. Pupils study the text throughout the year – focusing particularly on key themes. In the exam one of the poems /an extract from the play is printed in the paper and pupils are asked to answer 12 marks worth of questions on that poem/extract and then a further ‘8 mark question’ comparing the poem/extract from the exam with another poem or another part of the play. 

Critical Essay
Each class at National 5 will study one or two texts (most commonly short stories at National 5) which they will use to develop critical essay writing skills. Each teacher can select their own choice of text and so we see a wide variety of choices across the department. In the exam, pupils do not have access to their text and are presented with a choice of essay questions from which they should answer one. It is important that pupils know their critical essay text and key quotes and analysis really well before they get to the final exam. Pupils will be given lots of opportunity to practice essay writing throughout the year.

Folio
Pupils will plan for both a creative and persuasive piece of writing. Teachers will feedback on these plans and help pupils to identify the piece to take forward. During the allocated folio write up week, pupils will use 4 hours of class time to write a first draft of their piece. This will then be submitted to the class teacher for feedback. The marked piece will be returned to pupils by end November. Pupils will then work to redraft this as fully as possible. The final deadline for submission of this piece is still TBC but will be before the end of February. We do not decide on the marks for the folio essays and do not find these out until results are released in August. 
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Notes on Feedback
Learning conversations – held regularly to help pupils identify specific next steps and strengths – these will be tracked on Didbook.
DIRT Codes – most work will be marked in line with department DIRT codes – these are all available on pupils Teams pages – each letter is allocated to a genre specific strength or next step. 

Study Support and Revision HelpA link to N5 Support Materials for English on our school website.

· Ask your class teacher!
· Scholar – has great RUAE resources
· BBC Bitesize – covers the textual analysis set texts well
· Teams – every class has a Teams page that contains detailed notes and annotations on all texts studied in class. 
· QS website for past papers – practice, practice, practice!
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