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 National 5 History
The Course
The course is split into three sections.  
· Scotland – Treaty of Union 1689- 1707
· Britain – Britain and the Atlantic Slave Trade, 1770 - 1807
· European and World – Free at Last? Civil Rights in the USA, 1918–1968

Course Assessment
The assessment of the course is a mix of Source skills and Knowledge and Understanding.  Questions are weighted as follows
20 Mark Assignment
80 Mark exam -
	Knowledge Question
	Marks
	Skills questions
	

	To what extent… x2
	9
	Evaluate the usefulness x2
	5

	Describe x2
	4
	How Fully x3
	6

	Explain x3
	6
	Comparisons x2
	4




Classwork across the year
Classwork will also help to inform our estimates this year. This year we see pupils for five periods a week that are split across two double periods and one single 50miute period.  In the double periods, we concentrate on learning the knowledge for each topic. 
 In the single period we work on skills. This takes the form of quizzing and knowledge retrieval practice to embed key knowledge.  We also review our ‘exam’ style skills by working on questions under timed conditions, peer marking, modelling perfect answers and redrafting previous responses. 
The exam style response we complete in this period are also banked in skills jotters and help inform our estimate grades for pupils alongside the more formal assessments noted above.

Revision help
· All notes, materials, revision booklets, sources guides, videos and other materials are posted in the class team.  Your learner has had access to this since May and should be familiar with how to navigate the platform and access any materials they need.  Teams is also used to set homework and to encourage some discussion or investigation into topics in more depth.



Assignment
This is an externally assessed component of the course and is worth 20 marks. The marks contribute 20% of the overall marks for the course assessment.
Key Dates –
wb 18th Jan - 30th Jan - N5 research
· First draft due at end of Week 1
Wb 15th  Feb - N5 write up ( Give over break for pupils to consolidate)
Students will then be expected to act on feedback given on their first draft and begin learning their essay before the write up date. The write up will be held, in class, under formal SQA exam conditions the week beginning 15th February. 
Some useful points that may help you to support your young person with their assignment:
1. Decide on a ‘factored’ question which you can use to debate historical issue- use past papers to look at 9 mark essay questions for inspiration.
2. Use the power-points and information that is available on the N5 History TEAMs page.
3. Use a range of appropriate sources, students should have at least two historiographical references in their assignment.  Support will be given on how to choose appropriate sources. 
4. Students will create a resource sheet to support their write up. This can be up to 200 words and should have the historiographical references in full on them.  Any additional space will be used for paragraph planning.
5. Students should check-in regularly with class teacher and ask questions if they are unsure of how to complete parts of their research/essay. 
Pupils will be given a planning booklet to support their assignment work and support documentation will be shared on Teams.  Please be aware that there are stringent rules regarding the reasonable assistance staff may give in assignments, we cannot give ‘marks’ in feedback nor can we assign questions or provide references to be copied.
  Further details regarding the N5 History Assignment are outlined here - https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/N5HistoryCAT.pdf  

	Britain:  The Atlantic Slave Trade, 1770–1807


	Issue
	Subtopic
	How have I revised? 

	Triangular Trade
	The organisation and nature of the slave trade 
	

	
	its effects on British ports, eg Liverpool, Bristol.
	

	
	The effects on African societies, eg Ashanti, and on West Indian plantations.
	

	
	Slave ‘factories’ on the African coast.

	

	
	The economics and conditions of the ‘Middle Passage’.
	

	
	


	Britain and the Caribbean
	The importance of tropical crops such as sugar. 
	

	
	The influence of the British in the Caribbean and
 the impact of the Caribbean trade on the British economy (eg banking, ship-building, textiles). 
	

	
	The negative impact of the slave trade on the development of the Caribbean islands.
	

	

	The captive’s experience and slave resistance
	Living and working conditions on the plantations; 
discipline; 
other forms of slave labour on the Caribbean islands.
	

	
	Resistance on the plantations and fear of revolt.
	

	

	The abolitionist campaigns
	Origins of the abolitionist movement and its increased support outside and within Parliament. 
Role of Wilberforce. 
	

	
	Arguments of the abolitionists: Christian, humanitarian, economic.
	

	
	Methods of the abolitionists: meetings, evidence (eg Clarkson; first-hand accounts by slavers, publicity).
	

	
	Attitudes and evidence of slaves and former slaves (eg Equiano).
 Resistance to the trade by slaves.
	

	
	Arguments for the slave trade: planters, MPs, cities; effect of the French Revolution.
	

	
	The debate over reasons for the eventual success of the abolition campaign: public opinion, Parliamentary debate, economic circumstances.
	




	Scotland : Treaty of Union 1689- 1707


	Issue
	Subtopic
	How have I revised? 

	Worsening relations with England, 1689
1707
	The relationship of Scotland and England after 
1689: Crown, Church, Parliament, political  management. 
 
	

	
	Causes of tension between 
Scotland and England: 
· economy, 
· religion
· England’s foreign wars; 
· Scotland’s economic problems, 
· famine.
· the  succession
· Navigation Acts
· The Darien Scheme 
· Worcester incident;
· the Act of Security and the Aliens Act. 
· The appointment of Commissioners.   
	

	

	Arguments for and against Union
	reasons for  support of the Union


	

	
	reasons for opposition to  the Union.


	

	
	Attitude of Scots to the Union: 
burghs, clergy, landowners

	

	

	The passing of the Treaty of Union by the 
Scots Parliament
	Parties and personalities in the Scottish 
Parliament: Queensberry, Hamilton, Fletcher.
	

	
	Role of the Squadrone Volante, Court and Country parties.

	

	
	Unrest in Edinburgh and elsewhere.
	

	
	Reasons why the Scots passed the 
Treaty: the question of corruption.
	

	

	The impact of the Union, to 1715
	The terms of the Treaty.
	

	
	Economic, political, 
religious and legal effects.

	

	
	Reaction of Scots to 
the Union up to 1715.

	

	
	The causes of the 
Jacobite rebellion of 1715.
	



	European and World- Free At Last, race relations in the USA


	Issue
	Subtopic
	How have I revised? 

	The ‘Open Door’ policy and immigration,
to 1928
	The reasons for mass migration to the USA.
	

	
	The immigrant experience – arrival, living and working conditions, political participation.

	

	
	Changing attitudes towards immigrants.
· Ww1
· Racism/Nativism
· Communism
· Crime
· Competition for jobs/housing
· Previous success at limiting certain groups

	

	
	Government policy and the closure of the ‘Open Door’.

	

	

	‘Separate but equal’, to 1945
	The ‘Jim Crow’ laws;

	

	
	White Terror; lynching; 

	

	
	The attitudes and activities of the Ku Klux Klan

	

	
	The migration of black Americans to the North

	

	
	The experience of black Americans during World War Two.

	

	

	Civil rights campaigns, to 1968
	Campaigns for civil rights after 1945 and their significance: 
· Brown v Topeka; 
· Montgomery Bus Boycott; Little Rock; Sit-Ins; 
· Freedom Rides;
· Marches in Birmingham, Washington and Selma.
· 
	

	
	Role of Martin Luther King. Response of state and federal authorities to these campaigns.
Reasons for the growth of the Civil Rights Movement and an assessment of the impact of the campaigns on US society.
	



image1.png




