Moving Into Senior
Phase 2026.2027




TOGETHER WE THRIVE

MOVING INTO SENIOR PHASE
INFORMATION EVENING

PARENTS/CARERS OF S3 LEARNERS
THURSDAY 15TH JANUARY

SLT PRESENTATION 5.45PM
-6.30PM (ASSEMBLY HALL)

SLT PRESENTATION ON ARRANGEMENTS
FOR YOUR S3 CHILD'S MOVE INTO SENIOR
PHASE

SUBJECT STALLS 6.30PM-8PM

ALL FACULTIES WILL SHARE
INFORMATION ON S4 COURSES
AVAILABLE FOR NATIONAL
EXAMINATIONS. A CHANCE TO ASK
QUESTIONS AND CONSIDER COURSES
MOST APPROPRIATE.

CAREERS EVENING FROM 7.15
-8.30PM SPORTS HALL

OUR ANNUAL EVENT INVITES REPS
FROM SCOTTISH
UNIS/COLLEGES/BUSINESSES
AND ORGANISATIONS.

Parents/Carers of S3 pupils are free to drop in and leave as required.




Scotland’'s new national
qualifications body
will be named
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Our National Priorities
(and therefore our school
priorities)
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ROBERT JOHN MEEHAN

* Improvement in attainment, specifically in
reading, writing and numeracy

+ Closing the attainment gap(s) between the
most and least disadvantaged children

* Improvement in children and young
people’s health and wellbeing

« Improvement in sustained school leaver
destinations for all young people
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SCaF P— Qualifications of Higher
lification o S
Levels A Ll Education Institutions

Doctoral Degree Professional Apprenticeship

Masters Degree, Integrated Masters ) . .
Degree, Post Graduate Diploma, Professional Apprenticeship

Post Graduate Cerlificate svas

Honours Degree, Graduate Diploma,
Graduate Certificate

Professional Apprenticeship

Professional Bachelors / Ordinary Degree, Technical Apprenticeship
Development Award Graduate Diploma, Graduate Certificate sSvQ 4

Technical Apprenticeship
SVQ 4

Higher National

ipl Hi i
Diploma Diploma Of Higher Education

Modem Apprenticeship
sSVQ 3

Advanced Higher, Awards, Higher National - : )
7 Scottish Baccalaureate Certificate Certificate Of Higher Education

Higher, Awards, Modern Apprenticeship

G Skills for Work Higher Foundat"ug :-gp;enticeship

5 Mational 5, Awards, Modern Apprenticeship
Skills for Work National 5 svQ 2

National 4, Awards, National National sva 1
Skills for Work National 4 Cartificate Progression Award

Mational 3, Awards,
3 Skills for Work National 3

MNational 2,
Awards

National 1,
Awards

National Qualifications




The purpose of the Senior Phase

'Young people who achieve qualifications and develop skills and qualities which allow them to
move into a positive and sustained destination.'

+ a senior phase after S3, which provides opportunities to attain and achieve,
including to study for qualifications, awards and other planned activities to
develop the four capacities

= English Maths PE RE  PSE | Med Lengs Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 Option 5
Cora
Englich Maths - — Option 1 Optien 2
54
Core
o Option 1 Optien 2 rermns. | peeisn Option 3 Optien 4
Core
Optien 1 Optien 2 vxreess | PSE Option 3 Optien 4
56

M * CONSIDER 'BACKWARD PLANNING' from your school exit point

back to today. Will this be 3 years, 2 years or 1 year? This changes

5 periods per week academic mindset and allows for a more coherent course choice

Core allocation

experience.




The purpose of the Senior Phase

'Young people who achieve qualifications and develop skills and qualities which allow them to

move into a positive and sustained destination.'

S4: 6 subjects

5 periods per week

Core allocation

Our S4 Curriculum structure has been discussed and consulted on over a number of years and it
continues to be a discussion topic at Parent Council meetings.
Our Senior Phase curriculum is designed to support young people in building a portfolio of qualifications while continuing to develop essential knowledge,

skills, attributes, and capabilities as outlined by the four capacities of the Curriculum for Excellence. Below are the summarised key reasons why we offer 6

National Qualifications (N5) in S4, rather than 7 or 8:

1. Local Context and Destination Data +
2. Balanced Curriculum Structure +
3. Depth Over Quantity +
4. Pressure and Workload Management +
5. Curriculum for Excellence Entitlement +
6. Progression Across Senior Phase +

In summary, our decision to offer 6 subjects in S4 is based on a balance between maintaining academic depth, ensuring manageable workloads, and

supporting long-term progression and success for all students.
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Planning your Senior Phase

Five big questions when you're choosing your subjects

Aim for the  Plan for Consider * Looking at prior attainment
best progression  that level of in reports, focus on the subjects with
ol gt | UEEile SRl highest levels of attainment — Progress
of results senior is more : _

phase for important Report issued Friday 20th February

up to three than having

years specific

subjectsin

most cases



S3:

Consider levels attainment from upcoming S3 report: 20.02.26

Focus on the subjects with highest levels of attainment: for example,
L3 dark green, Level 4 greens

Progression through
the levels of the
Broad
General Education.

S3 Tracking Report Info



Tracking, Monitoring and Reporting

through the Senior Phase

Senior Phase: S4-S6 pupils

REPORTING

On 4 ocecasions in the academic year teachers will

WHY WE TRACK MONITOR
& REPORT (TMR)

2olour code il progress and indi via 'bull
» Reqular tracking reports indicating your child's progress colour code [ PDIQ ess and indicate via bullet
) ) * Generic examples of what can be dane ta imgrave or sustain point’ statements:
To improve learning a colour code

key strengths
Specitic feedback to your child on next steps far learning next Qte_ps
To help learners to understand their learning © A e T A -
nd next ste i i
and tsteps These comments will be short/succinct and based on
Regular learmer canversations with class teachers e

Feedback identifying 'Strengths’ & Mext Steps’ to inferm
pragress in learming.

To support analysis of relative groups of
learners

The updated report will then be availble to you via
the Progress link you have been sent. A Groupcall
will be sent to inform you when this update is ready

To provide an overview of each learners
progress and achievement
» Analysis of pupils an or off track

s |ntenventions agreed and cantact with home if reguired
«  On-gaing whale school analysis of Senior Phase attainment

TMR Senior Phase pupils

To provide support and challenge in learning

Each Trac'fmg [#E0 OEI teachers will indicate the |'EVE|_ of Student should pass and is performing at their ability level
course heing sat, a ‘current performance grade’ which and beyond

indicates the current level of achievement in each subject
taken as well as rate your child's progress through a

system of colour coding. The code applies at this Student should pass, however is capable of perfarming

moment in time given current performance better than current level
. Studant may achieve a 0 award on the basis of cumrent
s class attendance (as this may be slightly perfarmance,
different to overall school attendance)
. Behaviour
. Engagement

. Student will not pass on the basis of current parformance
. Harmewark



ing Report Info




Senior Phase
Showcase

Evening

(16.1.25)

Skills
Development
Scotland

Pupil Support
Teacher and
class teachers

Planning
for
Choices &
Changes

Advisors

My World of
Work

Faculty Course
Choice
Awareness
Week (27th —

7th Feb)

School
Website page:
Pathways
documents

Transition to
Work
Coordinator (R
Topping)




Positive Destinations




Course Choice Sheet 2026-2027

enior e Shee 026 MName aar (Groun a3 ne at the end of: 54 gt
Quallflcaltmn Courses Available 546 What
Leve you need to
) ) know
Biology Maths English PE
SCaF Chemistry Application of Art & Design Sports coaching,
Levels 4 and 5 Physics Mathematics French Drama development and
Lab Skills Spanish Muysic Qrganisation 54 Pupils
Business Only
National Graph Com History Hosp: Practical Cookery 6 subjects + 3
(N4/N5) Design and Man Comp Science Geography core periods
Woodwork Modem Studies Early Education and SFW Hospitality Core: PE x2
Travel & Tourism Childcare fPSE (2 pds)
RMPS
SCOF Level 6 Biclogy Maths English Graph Com
hemistry Application of ommunication esign and Man College course (%)
Cne r>t pplication ¢ Co _4 Lcatuo Design and Ma -
Higher Physics Mathematics French mp -
& Scientific Spanish Art & Design Foundation Class
Technologies Busingss Drama Apprenticeship (WLC) [*] itment
NPA/SVQ (%) R o el
Admin & |T Geography Musical Theatre consists of:
Football Enterprise and Histor: Acting and WL Academ )
55/6 only —— - cl . —E__ —‘L 55:6 Subjects + 3
Performance Business WModern Studies Performing o periods -
Coaching RMPS Future Skills psg/eEx2
officiating Comp Scence Music
PE Cyber Security 5504 Subject
menemum
Additional
SCOF Level 7/6 Biology Maths English Art & Design L6 lournalism personalised
opportunities for
: i : . . Leadership,
Adv. Higher Chemistry Computing Science Higher Politics Open University College course (%) Personal
. Development,
Higher & NPA -
gh Physics Geography WL Academy LEAPs Transition Course First Aud and
Graph Com History Music ey
$6 only — Lt Achievement
qualifications will
— = = = be undartaken
Please indicate opposite the course you have applied for if you have across 55 and 58,

selected one of the WL Academy/COLLEGE/ Open University options.

Parent/Carer Signature and date_(Must be completed)

Your 50Q | Yea
Subject ,_:, d
Choices el

1. English 54
2. S4
Maths/Mat
hs Apps
3 54
a 54
5. 54
6 54
1. 53
2 S5
3. 59
a S5
5. 55
6 55
1. %
7). S6
3. -
1, 56
5. S6
56

ol




Maths/Applications of Maths

S4 N4 Apps S4 N5 Apps
of Maths of Maths

S5/5S6 |

N5 Apps of Higher Apps
WET of Maths




Successful Effective
learners contributors

Recognition of achievement

s et beyond the chosen subjects.
citizens individuals

S4 pupils
First Aid Award, Wellbeing Award (S3) Customer Services (PSE)
S5 pupils

Customer Services (PSE) Future Skills

S6 pupils

e Leadership opportunities including MVP/Primary links/Mentors/ in class support/ work experience/community links




0

Parentzone

SCOTLAND

myworldofwork.co.uk

Sources of
Information

e,

the National Parent
Forum of Scotland




Course Choice Timeline

Timeline of Course Choice Activities for Session 2025-2026

Date Activity
Current stage
Monday 19" January 52-53 Course Choice boolkdet available.
Pupil course choics awarenass raising timeslot; Faculty planned activities to ensure pupils have a clear understanding of all courses
monday 25" lan— Friday 5" Feb offered. {Faculty Specific plans required]
52 PZE Inputy 52 Assembly
Weaek beginning 15" Feb Course Choice completed in PSE dasses
Wesk heg 2™ March Quality Assurance Checks and follow ups
January 53 PSE programme begins to look at planning for choices and changes
Thursday 15 January Moving into Senior Phase Parents' Information Evening Careers Evening/Faculty Course Chaioe evening
Monday 19'* January Senior Phase Course booklets available
Monday 26th Jan— Friday 6" Fabruary Pupil course chaice a\.j.iar\eness mlsw}g‘nmeslut,- Faculty plannad activities to ensure pupils have a clear understanding of all courses
offered. {Faculty Specific plans required)
53
Friday 20" February Progress report kssued
Week beginning 23 February Course Choice Input week
sussk beg 3" March Quality Assurance Checks and follow ups
Thursday 157 lanuary Careers Evening/’ Faculty Course Choice evening
Konday 19" January Senior Phase Course booklets available
Wik bez 19" Jan 54 Parents Evening
. Pupil course choics awarenass raising timeslot; Faculty planned activities to ensure pupils have a clear understanding of all courses
Manday 28" ) — Friday 6" Feb
Anuary - Friday &7 FEanamn offered. |Faculty Specific plans required]
PSE lessons in January & Februany 54 PSE programme begins to look at planning for choices and changes
Week beginning 2" March Course Choice Input week
\ieek beg 3" March Quality Assurance checks and follow ups
Wk beg 57 Jan 55/56 Farents Evening
Thursday 15" lanuary Caresrs Evening/’ Faculty Course Choice evening
55 Monday 19" lanuary Senior Phass Course booklets available
- Pupil course choice awareness raising times|ot; Faoulty planned activities, to ensure pupils have a dear understanding of &l courses
tonday 26" J - Friday 6 Fehi :
B ELEY J S offered. {Faculfty Specific plans required)
PSE lessons in January & Februany 55 PSE programme begins to look at planning for choices and changes
sizek beg ' March Course Choice Input week
Week beg 167 March Quality Assurance Checks and follow ups




Course Choice Timeline

January # 53 PSE programme begins to look at planning for choices and changes

Thursday 157 January # hoving into Semior Phase Parents’ Information Evening’ Carsers Evening/Faculty Course Chaice evening
Wionday 19" January * Senior Phase Course booklets available

Monday 26th Jan—Friday 6" February *  Pupil course chul::ea'{mreness |—=||5|r.1§ timeslot; Faculty planned activities to ensure pupils have a clear understanding of all coursss
offered. {Faculty Specific plans required)
53
Friday 20" February ® Prograss repart kssued
Week beginning 23 February # Course Choice Input week

wisak hes o' ptarch &  Oualitv Acsirance Checks and follyiv uns



Faculty stalls with teachers available until 8:00 PM to
discuss course options for S4.

Maths corridor

A30 -Technologies
A31 - Humanities and future skills/ SCQF Pathways
Faculty A20 - Sciences
Stalls A21 - Creative
A22 - Maths and Computing
A23 - Languages

Followed by the opportunity to attend the Careers Fair
in the Sports Hall until 8.30pm.
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