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The purpose of the Senior Phase
'Young people who achieve qualifications and develop skills and qualities which allow them to 

move into a positive and sustained destination.'

• CONSIDER 'BACKWARD PLANNING' from your school exit point 
back to today. Will this be 3 years, 2 years or 1 year? This changes 
academic mindset and allows for a more coherent course choice 
experience.

6 subjects

5 periods per week

Core allocation



Senior  Phase Qualifications

Timetabled as a Single Cohort

S4 (6 subjects)

National 
3
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National 
5
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S6 (min 4 subjects)

National 5 Higher
Advanced 
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Planning your Senior Phase

Aim

Aim for the 
best 
possible  set 
of results

Plan

Plan for 
progression 
through the 
senior 
phase for 
up to three 
years

Consider

Consider 
that level of 
attainment 
is more 
important 
than having 
specific 
subjects in 
most cases

How …...?

• Looking at prior attainment 
in reports, focus on the subjects with 
highest levels of attainment

• Discuss strengths and next steps with 
teachers at upcoming parents' 
evenings

• S3: 28.02.24



S3 Tracking Report Info

S3:
Consider levels attainment from recent S3 report: 02.02.24

Focus on the subjects with highest levels of attainment: for example, 

L3 Green, Level 4 red/amber/green.

Discussion with teachers at upcoming Parents’ Evening 28/2/24

Progression 
through 

the levels of 
the

Broad 
General 

Education.
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Tracking, Monitoring and Reporting 
through the Senior Phase



S4 Tracking Report Info



Planning 
for 

Choices & 
Changes

Pupil Support 
Teacher and 

class teachers

Faculty Course 
Choice 

Awareness 
Week (29th –

2nd Feb)

School 
Website page: 

Pathways 
documents

Transition to 
Work 

Coordinator (R 
Topping)

My World of 
Work

Skills 
Development 

Scotland 
Advisors

Senior Phase 
Showcase 
Evening 

(20.2.24)



Positive Destinations

S4

S5

S6

Continuing Learning

College

Training 

Skills 
Development

University

Modern 
Apprenticeship

Employment



Course Choice Sheet 2024-
2025



Recognition of achievement 
beyond the chosen subjects.

S4 pupils

First Aid Award, Wellbeing Award (S3) Customer Services (PSE)

S5 pupils

Customer Services (PSE) Future Skills

S6 pupils

•Leadership opportunities including MVP/Primary links/Mentors/ in class support/ work experience/community links

Successful 
learners

Effective 
contributors

Responsible 
citizens

Confident 
individuals



Sources of 
Information



Course Choice Timeline



Course Choice Timeline



Any 
Questions on 

the 
presentation?


