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Linlithgow Academy Parent Council Meeting
7:00pm, Thursday, 22nd March 2018, Linlithgow Academy French Classroom
Attendees:
Parent Members: 	Elspeth Brown (Chair), Laurie Boles, Jo Smith, Douglas Gray, Derek Wolfe, Susie Hume, May Geddes
LAA Representative:	Alison Sharp
Head Teacher:		Karen Jarvis
Teachers:		Rachel Bryson, Rhona White, Scott Brown (PEF), Suzanne Dyer (PEF)
Pupil Council:		Jack Williamson
Apologies:		Kate Dickson, Campbell Ford, Douglas Maxwell

1. Welcome
Elspeth welcomed everyone to the meeting, in particular Scott Brown and Suzanne Dyer who provided an update on the application of the Pupil Equity Fund at Linlithgow Academy.
2. Approval of the Minutes from meeting of 31st January 2018
Minutes were approved and will be posted on the website.

3. PEF (Pupil Equity Fund) Update
Scott Brown and Suzanne Dyer provided an update on the application of the Pupil Equity Fund - ‘Bridging the gap at Linlithgow Academy’. The PEF programme is already showing significant positive impact. 2 HUBs have been set up – one for Senior Phase Pupils and one for S1 to S3. An enhanced P7 transition programme has also been established.

4. Head Teacher’s Report 
Topics covered:
· Staffing 
· Communication
· Electronic parents evening booking system – trialled with S5/6. Seemed to go well. Positive feedback from staff and parents. 
· MILK  – parent sign up still not working  – if not sorted by end of term will change provider. 
· S4/5/6 Curriculum and study skills was well attended and received.  
· New S6 evening planned for Thursday 14th June  - Parent Council input requested.
· There have been issues with the school central email which may have resulted in emails not being received.
· Winter weather 
· Staff worked hard to ensure that pupils had access to adequate materials.  Twitter was used well to direct pupils to work on Milk or Glow platforms 
· Access to the building was challenging.  No Facilities Management staff live in Linlithgow and the surrounding roads were closed. Highly unusual but unavoidable. 
· Study leave 
Letters sent out today (22nd March 18).
· Course completion 
Easter holiday is very early which means some courses have small sections left to complete.  Snow days also impacted on timelines. Pupils should be very clear about what they still have to cover and it should not impact on their study plan.  
· S6 last day – Friday 27th April
Letters have gone out to families.
· Predicted attainment 
Looking positive – not an exact science but a wide range of interventions in place to support pupils. Staff, pupils and parents working very hard towards exams 

5. LAA 
No update this month.

6. Pupil Council Report
Topics discussed:
· Period Poverty
· Rights Responsibility Workshop
· Citizenship Week
· No Smoking Day

7. Teachers Report
Topics discussed:
· Geography trip to London – very positive feedback from tour company.
· Art Awards
· Charity Committee – very successful year
· Food bank

8. Transforming Your Council Consultation – Instrumental Music Provision
EB provided an update on the current situation regarding Instrumental Music provision in West Lothian and it was agreed that Parent Council (EB) would write to members of the Education Executive in advance of their meeting on Tuesday 17th April where it is expected that a decision will be made on the future of this key service.

9. Feedback from West Lothian Parent Forum Meeting 14 March 18
Linlithgow Academy Parent Council was represented by EB, LB and AS.
Topics discussed:
· Local Government Benchmarking Tool
· Instrumental Music Provision
· Strategy for Winter Weather

10. Any Other Business
· Vacancy for Clerk to the Parent Council
It was agreed that this role will not be filled for the remainder of this session. It will be raised at the AGM to see if there are any volunteers.
· Communications Officer
May Geddes, Laurie Boles and Susie Hume have agreed to take on this role as a sub group of Parent Council.
· 50th Anniversary Celebration
LB has been in contact with an industrial partner (Babcock) regarding a potential collaboration project. Several ideas have been shared with the school. This will be considered in more detail once the SQA exams are over.
· WLC S6 Pupil Consultation – 16 March 2018
Linlithgow Academy was represented by members of the Senior Management Team and the Pupil Leadership Team.
· Message to S6 Leavers
S6 Last Day of School is Friday 27th April. A message from Parent Council to wish them well for the future was agreed and will be emailed to KJ to be included in the presentations on the day.
· Consultation on Term Dates
LA Parent Council has responded to the WLC consultation on term dates.
· Spring Concert Tickets
Letters were sent home with pupils in the normal way.


Dates of next Parent Council meetings 
Wednesday 23rd May 2018 

WL Parent Forum Meetings
Wed 25th April 2018 – 7pm to 9pm at Bathgate Academy


Parent Council Recruitment Training

Thursday 10 May 2018




2

image1.png




